
 

 CAMERATA SYLLABUS 2019-20 
 
 

  
Teacher Name: Mr. Robert Hawthorne Course Title: CAMERATA 
Contact Information: 
Email:   
rhawthorne@ttsd.k12.or.us 

Phone: 
503-431-5525 

Tutoring Hours:  
By Appointment: before school, A/B Day 1st and 2nd Lunch 
and after school until 3:45 

Preferred Mode of Communication:   
□ Email         rhawthorne@ttsd.k12.or.us 

Preferred Time for Meetings/Phone Calls:  
after school 

Course Overview:   
CAMERATA is a year-long choir designed for treble intermediate level singers. Students focus on continuing their 
growth in individual/ensemble singing skills, especially blend and music literacy, singing a variety of styles (classical, 
ethnic, folk, pop and musical theatre) and languages. This class serves as a gateway to our advanced choir 
courses. 
 
Course Outcomes: 
Members of CAMERATA (Pronounced CAHM-muh-RAH-tuh) develop their voices as sopranos, mezzo 
sopranos and alto singers. This course prepares them for singing in Concert Choir and covers six 
national standards throughout the year.   
 
SEMESTER ONE 
Music Standard 1: Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. Using well-
developed ensemble skills, students will be able to demonstrate warm, resonant, well-defined tone, with 
clear vowels and balanced posture in the context of a focused and self-disciplined rehearsal and 
performance. Students sing with expressive faces. 
 
Music Standard 2: Reading and notating music. Students will be able to demonstrate fluency of 
sightsinging by singing music on sight using solfege, count singing or text. Students can use key 
signatures to determine major and minor keys. Students can sing using expressive marks. 
 
Music Standard 4: Evaluating music and music performances. Students are able to listen to 
performances, both others and their own, and using a rubric, evaluate the quality of performance.  
 
SEMESTER TWO (add) these standards) 
Music Standard 3: Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. Students are able to listen to music 
in a variety of styles and genres and analyze/describe the music using technical, historical and emotional 
criteria. 
 
Music Standard 5: Understanding music in relation to history and culture: Students can express 
verbally or in writing why the composer wrote the work, how it relates to its place in history and culture 
and why the text was important to its place as well.  
 
Music Standard 6: Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines 
outside the arts. Students are able to make connections to the music being performed and the world 
around. Students can articulate how other academic disciplines relate to the work and the art of 
performing. 
Course Assessments, Assignments, & Experiences: 
Students will demonstrate knowledge and skill through the following formative methods of assessments: 
One-on-one singing, one or two on a part singing, finger pulse, exit tickets, journaling, and quizzes.  
 
Summative assessments will be made through part and section testing and concert performances. 
Students will track their progress through the use of Learning Cards. Content Learning Targets make up 
45%, Ensemble Work Habits, 15% and Concert Performances make up 40% of the grade. 
 



 

Grading Policy: 
Students will be graded by proficiency. Formative assessments, as listed above, will serve as feedback to 
the student for improvement.  
 
Summative assessments, as listed above, will be used at the end of learning to summarize the student’s 
level of performance.  
 
Students will receive a scores on a 5-point system: (A) 5 = Mastery, (B) 4 = Proficient, (C) 3 = Nearly 
Proficient, (D) 2 = Emerging, (F) 1 = Insufficient Evidence  
 
Only summative assessments will be used to determine student’s level of proficiency and may go up and 
down as new evidence is demonstrated.  
 
Student Expectations: 
Students are expected to: (1) Be ready! (In seat at bell, with music, pencil, journal! Check markerboard/ screen for 
plan. Check in with section leader), (2) Check In! (Be friendly and be a friend!), (3) Engage! (Be kind, positive and 
encouraging of others! Be fully present, listening to self and others! Be relentless in your learning!) 
 

Students are expected to follow procedures: (1) Store food/packs. (Food only in the Red Zone. Backpacks along 
library wall/on cabinets), (2) H2O only on risers! (3) Electronics stored in depot! (4) Stay Engaged, (breaks are rare 
and without electronics!) (5) Clean up, care about our space! pick up, clean up, restore it! 
 

Ensemble Work Habits: COACHABLE (Demonstrates flexibility, open-mindedness, adaptability, resiliency, and 
openness to change.) INTERNAL DRIVE (Expresses self-motivation, self-discipline, persistence, independence, 
confidence, curiosity, and willingness to take risks, without being afraid to fail.) VALUES OTHERS (Understands and 
values differences including: cultural, religious, ethnic, gender identity, orientation, age, and ability.) 
MATURITY/ACCOUNTABILITY (Takes responsibility for own thoughts and actions, accepting the consequences.) 
SELF-RESPECT (Possesses self-respect and confidence, while recognizing one’s own limitations.) ETHICAL 
BEHAVIOR (Exhibits personal integrity through honesty, fairness, sincerity, and a sense of justice.) CITIZENSHIP 
(Understands role and responsibilities and contributes to the community, nation, and world.) 
Texts and Resources Used: 
School Owned and Borrowed Choral Octavos, Music from the Choral Public Domain Library, Sightsinging 
materials, Composition book for journaling, Exemplar Performances from DVDs and YouTube. 
 
The Choir has an active website which is an excellent resource for communicating calendar and other 
important information: tigardchoirs.com and a Twitter account: @tigardchoirs.  
 
Students and Parents are asked to join REMIND App and Google Classroom for class and choir 
program alerts and pertinent calendar information. See tigardchoir.com for current codes. 
 
Personal Electronics Policy: 
All electronic devices are to be off and away. On occasion, student may be asked to use their electronic 
devices to record a part or data, but only at the direction of the teacher. Failure to adhere to this policy will 
result in the device being removed from the student and may involve administrative action. 

Required Materials: 
Pencil, Assigned Music, Journal 
Student: Black Choir Robe and Stole 
provided. Student provides: Solid, plain 
black dress pants, black socks or black 
nylons. Black closed-toed dress or 
character shoes with a heel or strap on 
the back. No more than 1.5 inch heel for 
safety.  
Choir T-Shirt: Provided 

Homework Policy: 
Students are expected to be 
prepared for each rehearsal. 
This may require them to 
review and or take music 
home in order to prepare 
materials to meet the 
necessary rehearsal goals. 

Absence and Make-Up Policy:  
Students are responsible to be current 
with the curriculum on the day they 
return. Music and study materials may 
be requested during their absence. 
Excused absences for concerts can be 
made up through the viewing of the 
concert missed or attending of a pre-
approved concert and the writing of a 
thorough review. 
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I/We have thoroughly read the syllabus. 
 
I/We understand that it is possible that the student may be asked will be discussing serious and sometimes 
controversial topics in class.  
 
I/We understand that it is my/our responsibility to notify the instructor of any need for an alternative assignment for my 
student.  
 
I/We understand that attendance at evening and daytime performances are a requirement for the class. Every effort 
will be made to ensure that my/our son/daughter is in attendance for the entirety of the concert.  
 
I/We have downloaded and filled out the Travel/Medical/Transportation form found on the website (see 
tigardchoirs.com/documents and forms/InformationMedicalTravelForm) and sent it to school.  
 
I/We will make sure that our student will notify his/her employer with sufficient time to arrange work schedules around 
the performances. Waiting to the last minute may not work for the employer.  
  
I/We understand that the student call-time is an essential part of preparing for a performance. Every effort will be made 
to insure that the student is on-time. 
 
I/We understand that communication can be difficult and unreliable if students are left to their own devises. To that 
end, I/We will participate in following/sign-up for the website (tigardchoirs.com and Remind and Google Classroom.  
 
I/We understand that electronic devices are to off and away during class, unless directed by the teacher for use in the 
lesson. Further I/We understand that the taking of video or pictures during class is not allowed. 
 
I/We have accessed the performance calendar at tigardchoir.com (see tigardchoirs.com/calendar) 
 
 
__________________________________________ _________________________________________________ 
Student Name       Parent Name  
 
 
__________________________________________ _________________________________________________ 
Student Signature      Parent/Guardian Signature  
 
 

_________________________________________________ 
     Parent/Guardian Signature  

 
 

Parent Phone Number:_____________________________       
 
 

Parent E-mail:_____________________________________ 
 
 

I am interested in being a parent volunteer: 
 
         YES   NO 


